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Weekly Update 

Wednesday, February 27, 2019 

First Parish in Lexington

 

Worship Service at 10:30 AM
Sunday, March 3, 2019 

"Combating Climate Change" 

Join our Climate Action Team, Lisa Maria Steinberg, and Rev. Anne Mason in learning about
climate justice and how you can make a difference. We’ll begin and end our time together
worshipfully in the sanctuary, and in between have opportunities for people of all ages and abilities
through out the church to engage in learning how we can live out our UU values in combating
climate change.

This is an all ages service. Grades Pre-K through eight stay in the sanctuary. The nursery will be
open for infants and toddlers.

Click here to listen to last week's sermon by Rev. Anne Mason, "Just Bring the
Sheet Cake"

Interested in Membership at First Parish?
Over three Sundays in March after church from 11:45 - 1, we will be having
gatherings for people interested in membership, and we would love to have
you attend and meet others over a light luncheon. Rev. Anne will be leading
some of these events, with help from other staff and church leaders.
Please let us know if you can attend so that we can have enough food.
RSVP to Dave Horton by Friday, March 1st.   
 

Here is the information:
 
March 3:   How do we connect? Topics will include Covenant, Membership and Stewardship.
 
March 17: Who are we? Topics will include history of Unitarian Universalism and our own
congregation’s history.
 
March 31:  Deeds not Creeds. Topics will include UU Theology and Social Justice. You will also
have the chance to sign the membership book if you choose to do so.   

UUUM - Exploring Roxbury's History 
Exploring Roxbury's History: an inside view with Rep. Byron Rushing 

Saturday, March 2, 10:30-12:30 
Museum of African American History, 46 Joy St., Beacon Hill
 
Discover the history of the black community in Boston, from Beacon Hill to
Roxbury. Meet at the Museum, 46 Joy Street. Cost $3.50 if we get a group
of 20, other wise $10. Lunch catered by Haley House will be available after the visit at 12:30PM
for $12. Pre registration required to Marcia Butman  

March Donation Drive for 
Lexington Interfaith Food Pantry

This Sunday, March 3rd, is the kick off of our month-long donation drive for
Lexington Food Pantry. Carolyn Wortman, pantry coordinator, will be joining
us at social hour. All non-pledge donations for the collection will benefit the
Pantry.

During the month of March, we will be collecting personal care products,
which are not covered by the Federal food stamp programs. These include
shampoos, lotions, dental care products, and other toiletries. Products

containing alcohol or hotel sized items will not be accepted.

And we will be collecting non-perishable food items. There will be baskets at both entrances to the
church marked for donations. 

Installation of Rev. Lisa Perry-Wood
First Parish in Brookline joyfully announces the

Installation of the Reverend Lisa Perry-Wood

as our 16th Senior Minister,

Sunday, March 3, 3:00 pm
 

All are invited to join in the celebration!
 

Childcare will be available. Reception following the service. No need to RSVP.

Sarasa Ensemble Concert
Uccelli Barocco ~ Baroque Birds
March 3rd, 2019 - 3:30pm
First Parish in Lexington

 
Please join the Sarasa Ensemble for their next concert this Sunday at
3:30pm. The performers are: Julian Grant, composer; Kristen Watson,
soprano, Christina Day Martinson, Jesse Irons, violins; Jennifer Morsches, cello, piccolo cello;
Michael Leopold, theorbo, John McKean, harpsichord. Tickets are $25 ($20 seniors; $10
students). For more info, visit www.sarasamusic.org

Pledge Drive 2019
Momentum Is Building at First Parish in Lexington

Our congregation had a watershed year! We expanded our programs and
encouraged the expression of our values in the wider communty.

Our annual pledge drive begins this week and focusses attention to how the
congregation and staff have been Building Partnerships that mutually
benefit the communities they serve. You will be receiving your Pledge Card
in the mail soon. Please consider carefully the investment you would like to

make to continue to expand our capacity to serve an interconnected web that challenges
oppression, encourages diversity, grows empathy, demands justice and a fair democracy, and
expands the foundation of love that we all need to support the valuable work we do in the world.

Visit our Stewardship page and consider all the ways our congregation has been building and
supporting existing partnerships that serve to grow our congregation and that have significantly
supported communities who reflect values we would like to see manifest in the world. The pledge
you make not only provides the foundation of our budget (70%) but is also an act of trust in our
our leaders as they are working to make our values visible and active in our community.

We encourage active and committed donors to pledge at least $3000, reflecting UUA Guidelines
that suggest 3% of an adjusted* income of $100K. Is your current pledge 3% of your adjusted*

income? 

Our budget next year will focus on expanding our opportunities for effective partnerships and
initiating more opportunities for our members to engage and develop greater impact on issues of
social justice, climate change, economic inequality, democracy, and deepening our individual
capacities to carry out our commitments to our values.

Yours in Faith and Service,

The Stewardship Team (Marsha Fox, Elisabeth Jas, Katie O’Hare Gibson, Tom Rich, Richard
Jobling and Erik Svenson)

* - after subtracting large medical expenses, care for a parent, tuition, etc.

‘Hand in Hand Café’
Invitation to First Parish Members & Friends

Saturday, March 9th, 5:30pm - 7:15pm 

Please come to the first dinner of Hand in Hand Cafe, which will take
place on Saturday, March 9th at 5:30pm and is open exclusively for
members and friends of First Parish. All members and friends should
have received an email invitation on Friday, February 15th from Eventbrite.
If you did not, please email the office. 

Tickets are $30 (plus a small service fee), and anyone wanting to make an
additional donation to LexRAP to support the work they do with refugees will
be able to do so when you buy a ticket for the dinner.

Each meal will be Halal, with both a meat (chicken or beef) and vegetarian option. Halal means
“permissible” in Arabic. Food served will be permissible according to Islamic law. In addition, there
will be no alcohol served and as you know, First Parish is nut-free. 

For more information or to volunteer to help with set up, serving, or clean up please contact
Mouna Anderson (lexmouna@gmail.com) or Naomi Rosenthal (naomi.rosenthal@verizon.net).

Amnesty International Letter Writing Campaign
Once again, as we do annually, First Parish will be the site of a letter writing
event targeting leaders of countries where evidence has shown there to be
human rights violations. Many will recall Al Jacobson’s devotion to this
important cause for 35 years.
 

Please mark your calendars for Sunday, March 10th to arrive at church early or to stay during
coffee hour to sign 3-4 letters. William Harris, the coordinator for the Lexington Group, will be on
hand to answer any questions you might have. Copies of each letter will appear in next week's
Weekly Update to give members a chance to become familiar with the content of the letters. 
 
Bring your own return address labels if you wish, and we ask for a donation at the time of the
writing to defray the cost of stamps.
 
Please contact Teresa Jacobson if you are able to assist with this event.

Adult Program with Stephen Shick 
"Sustaining Visions of Justice"

Sustaining Visions of Justice is a three-week series of small group
discussions designed to create a safe and supportive environment for the
honest exploration of how to spiritually survive, thrive, and help the world
move toward peace and justice in times like these. On successive weeks
these themes will guide our reflections and discussions: The Inward
Journey, Being a Force of History, and Being a Force of Nature.

Facilitated by First Parishioner, Stephen Shick. Tuesdays, March 19 & 26
and April 7, 7:00-9:00pm 

Click here to register.  

Climate Action Team
A Planet for Our Children Initiative 2019 

2019-2020 Legislative Priorities. MassPowerForward

Clean, Local, & Healthy Energy for Massachusetts

A grassroots network of over 200 organizations

We live in a stark climate reality that threatens us with unprecedented
weather events like flooding and droughts. The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
latest report indicates we have only 12 years to drastically upgrade our energy policies if we wish
to avoid the worst effects of climate change.  Many of our communities, especially those with a
majority of people of color and low incomes, have had to bear the brunt of decades of fossil fuel
pollution and are most at risk from climate change.  We call upon you to prevent unnecessary
pollution-related illness and death in these communities and to endorse just and equitable
solutions to fix our dirty energy system. 

NOW is the time for bold, decisive action from our state legislature! 

Outcomes we prioritize  Environmental Justice - Include communities impacted by climate
change and fossil fuel pollution as participants in crafting new, equitable policy. Download a fact
sheet here.

100% Renewable Energy - Set an ambitious goal to equitably reach 100% renewable electricity by
2035 and 100% renewable energy for heating and transportation by 2045. Download a fact sheet
here.

Equitable Investment in Green Infrastructure - Use mechanisms such as equitable
carbon pricing or the transportation climate initiative to invest today to create the future we
want. Download a fact sheet here.

Please cosponsor these important bills related to those outcomes

SD 1885/HD 3878 and SD 1824/HD 3523 - An Act relative to Environmental Justice - Sen.
DiDomenico / Rep. Madaro and Sen. Eldridge/ Rep. Dubois &  Rep.Miranda  

SD1625/HD 3092 An Act Re-powering Massachusetts with 100% Renewable Energy - Sen.
Eldridge / Rep. Decker & Rep. Garballey  

HD 2370 An Act to Promote Green Infrastructure and Reduce Carbon Emissions - Rep. Benson

SD 1541/HD 3009 An Act to Advance Modern and Sustainable Solutions for Transportation - Sen.
Lesser/Rep. Ehrlich                                                                                                                            

We urge legislators to call for energy policy that leads by example to stop fossil fuel subsidies,
support local renewable energy resources, keep energy dollars in our communities, create good
green jobs and protect our Commonwealth from climate change and life‐threatening pollution.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Words to Move the Spirit
 

“Reverence for life comprises the whole ethic of love in its deepest and highest sense. It is the
source of constant renewal for the individual and for (humankind).”  Albert Schweitzer 

Communities Without Borders
Are you considering traveling to Zambia with Communities Without Borders
this summer? Perhaps you are a First Parish parent considering a service
trip with your high school student, or an adult looking for a meaningful
summer service adventure.
 
The trip is scheduled for July 7 through July 17, 2019 and is open to all high
school students and adults. Additionally, the Al Jacobson/Communities
Without Borders Traveling Fellowship covers half the cost of two First Parish members and friends
to go on this service trip. Meg Jackson, one of our First Parish Youth advisors, will be a trip leader
again this year.
 

Please contact Margie Gibbons or Meg Jackson if you are interested.  

Coming This Week

 
First Parish is an accredited Green Sanctuary and a Welcoming Congregation. 

>>> Shop at Amazon to benefit First Parish. <<<

 
 

First Parish in Lexington
7 Harrington Road, Lexington, MA 02421

781-862-8200/fplex.org
Weekly Update submissions are due on Tuesdays at 9:00 am. 

Please email submissions or inquiries to admin@fplex.org.
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