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Worship Service at 10:30 AM
Sunday, May 5, 2019 

Coming of Age Service 
Please join our 10th Graders who have been engaged in
the Coming of Age process at First Parish this year. They
will share their Credo statements with the First Parish
community. This important rite of passage marks for our
young people a time in their life when we encourage them
to consider what their beliefs are at this particular point in
their life, knowing that where their lives lead them likely will
cause them to adjust their understanding of their personal
spirituality and thinking about life’s big questions.

Guest musicians Sarah Hager, Elizabeth Walsh and Erik
Svenson will provide beautiful music for worship. Elisabeth
Walsh will sing Stephen Schwartz’s uplifting “Corner of the
Sky” (from Pippin) and Matthew Wilder and David Zippel’s
lyrical “Reflection” (from Mulan). Erik Svenson (horn) and
Sarah Hager (piano) will play Reinhold Glière’s beautiful

“Nocturne, Op. 35, No. 10.” For the centering music and postlude, Sarah will play George
Winston’s gentle “Reflection” (from Winter into Spring) and Cèsar Franck’s powerful organ piece
Maestoso in D Major (from L’Organiste).

This is an All-Ages service. The nursery will be open for infants and toddlers.

This the first Sunday of the month, the Sunday of our monthly non-perishable food collection.
Please bring in a non-perishable food item(s) with you to church on Sunday and place in the
baskets in the sanctuary or outside of the church office. Your donations will be brought to the
Lexington Interfaith Food Pantry and will benefit our neighbors in need. 

Click here to listen to last week's sermon, "Lessons of our Global Faith" by Rev.
Sara Ascher

The Great First Parish Bake-Off

SATURDAY, MAY 4th, 2:00-5:00 pm 

Enjoy delectable desserts created by over 25 First Parishioners, plus games, raffles, artisan and
jewelry tables, and craft beer -- and you will be supporting First Parish in this spring fundraiser!
Admission is $10 per child, $20 per adult, $60 max per family. For more information, visit the Bake
Off website or email bakeoff@fplex.org. 

If you have been saving items to donate to Mayfair, please consider donating to these two
organizations that accept a wide variety of donations:  HouseHold Goods in Acton
and Restoration Project in Belmont. 

News from the Board
On Sunday, May 5th, the Board will be prepared to present the current
iteration of the church budget for the 2019-2020 church year. Please come
after the service to hear more about our current budget and the choices
we are facing for the new year. You will be invited to share your thoughts on how we should
allocate funds to live out our values, and these thoughts will be taken into advisement by the
Board as we finalize our decisions for the budget.

Our annual pledge drive was very successful, and the money raised was adequate to keep us at a
level budget. The Board recognizes that our congregation is expanding, which creates a need for
additional staffing support. Funding this support stretches us beyond the current results of our
pledge drive, and we invite your participation in this discussion. On May 5, grab a mug of coffee
and a few small bites after the service, and come to Parker Hall to participate in discussion as we
consider our many exciting options! 
 

Lost and Found
Lose something??  We found it!

Spring is here, and your winter wear has been left behind—at the church!

Please check the Lost and Found on a table in the Common Room during social hour this
Sunday, May 5th and take home what you will certainly need next winter.

Hats, gloves, coats, scarves, books, many water bottles, and even an ankle brace -- all are waiting
to be claimed. Leftovers will be donated to charity.

Thank you, from  your Building and Grounds Team!

Voices on the Green - My Best Mistake 
Some mistakes are unavoidable—and some make great stories. Join us for the
season finale of Voices on the Green, an evening of storytelling and song,
Friday evening, May 10th, right here at First Parish. This is a special All
Ages program, featuring music from Broadway to the Beatles, by the First
Parish Children’s Choir, led by Rip Jackson, who will share a story of his own.
Other storytellers and speakers from First Parish include Rebecca O’Brien, Jim
Poage, Marsha Fox, and Don Cohen. Joining storytellers from First Parish is
Lexington’s former State Rep Jay Kaufman, and Maura Redmond of Douglas

House. All will tell tales of their missteps and how they turned out for the better. Chris Hess will be
the Master of Ceremonies.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for refreshment and conversation, and the program runs from 7-9. 
Tickets are $10 general admission, $20 for sponsors, and $5 for children and young adults. They
are available at https://voicesonthegreen.brownpapertickets.com/, and at the door.  

Security Upgrades
In an effort to increase our security at First Parish, upgrades have been made to the
rear and front entrances.

The front doors now have crash bars on the inside of both doors, similar to what is on
the rear doors. The doors will lock behind anyone exiting the sanctuary through the
front doors. 

At the rear entry, a video doorbell has been installed underneath the keypad. The
doorbell rings in the office, as well as sends an alert to some of our staff's mobile
devices.  

Please note that the rear entrance will be locked on Sunday mornings at 10:40, 10 minutes after
the start of the service. If you arrive when the door is locked, please ring the bell to alert Bob
Coughlin, and please be patient as he makes his way to open the door. 

Questions? Email Jane Foley. 

Intergenerational Mother's Day Walk for Peace
First Parish is joining with Follen Community Church and our
partners LexPride and #Enough to do an important Social
Justice event. Together we will participate in the Louis D Brown
(LDB) Institute’s Annual Mother’s Day Walk for Peace on
Sunday, May 12th. This is a pledge walk that will benefit the
excellent work LDB does in helping victims of gun violence. The
walk is held on the morning of Mother’s Day. You can begin
either at Field’s Corner in Dorchester or at Madison Park High School in Roxbury. The walk ends at
City Hall Plaza in Boston. We are organizing a bus that will take walkers from Lexington to the
Madison Park starting point and from City Hall Plaza back to Lexington.  

You can register to walk directly on the First Parish in Lexington and Friends page and click on the
Register to Walk button. There is a registration fee of $10, and individuals are encouraged to raise
$100 for the walk.

You can find out about the bus and sign up here:
  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444adac2fa75-ride.  
 

Please contact Rev. Anne or Carolyn Fleiss for more information. 

First Parish to Visit the UU Urban Ministry
All are welcome to join the First Parish delegates on Thursday, May 16th at
6:00pm to the UU Urban Ministry's annual meeting at the First Church in
Roxbury. 

Dozens of delegates from all over the Greater Boston area will be attending,
and Rev. Mary Margaret Earl, the Senior Minister of UUUM, invited us to
greet the delegates. It should be a wonderful opportunity to meet other UUs

and the staff, and also to learn more about work being done at the Urban Ministry.

Our delegates, Connee Counts, Lew Counts, Elaine Hylek, and Lee Jeffers Brami, will be
carpooling from First Parish at 5pm, and they invite all First Parish members to join them. They will
bring small finger-food cupcakes for dessert, but anyone else who wants to bring a finger-food
dessert is more than welcome. Email Lee if you would like to join them. 

It promises to be a lively evening! Click here to learn more about the UUUM. 

Calling All Artists
The next art show in our Parish Hall Gallery will open in June and will be
motivated by the theme of "Beauty". Here are a few specifics:
 
Who: Adult Members and Friends of First Parish are encouraged to
participate.  
 
What: One or two pieces of your own 2D artwork (as space allows) that is framed, wired, and
ready to hang. 
 
When:  Sunday, June 2nd through Sunday, September 1st
 
(1) Drop off art at the church office the week of Monday, May 24th through Thursday, May 27th
between 9am and 4pm (or by special arrangement). 
 
(2) "Beauty" will open on Sunday, June 2nd. Opening Reception will be on Sunday, June 9th at
4:00pm.
 
(3) The show will end on September 1st. 
 

We invite all artists who would like their work included (any medium) to fill out an artist's release
form and information sheet which can be picked up at the church office, in an envelope on the
door of the History Room, or by emailing coordinators Lynne Yansen or Lew Counts. 
 

"...beautiful things...don't just sit there; they open themselves up and invite us to spill our longings,
memories, hopes, and hurts into their care. When we observe them, we observe and remember
ourselves." from " Soul Matters".  

Congratulations to Dan Fenn
Congratulations to Dan Fenn who will be one of three people honored at this
year's Commencement Day celebration at Harvard Univesity when he will be
awarded a 2019 Harvard Medal for his extraordinary service to the
University. From the Harvard Gazette:

 "Dan H. Fenn Jr. cares deeply for Harvard and is universally respected as
one of its leading volunteers. He has served Harvard College for more than
75 years, including as the longest-serving class secretary and former

president of the Association of Harvard College Class Secretaries and Treasurers.

Fenn has produced the Class Report and newsletters year after year for the Class of 1944. He has
also helped plan his class reunions, served on the gift committee, and, at the class’ third reunion in
1947, initiated its War Memorial Scholarship Fund.

Fenn has served Harvard in other capacities as well, including as assistant dean of freshmen,
assistant editor of the Harvard Business Review, and editor of the Harvard Business School
Bulletin. He has taught at Harvard for 55 years, first at the Business School and currently at the
Kennedy School.

In addition to his extensive and continuous involvement in state and local government, Fenn
served as staff assistant to President John F. Kennedy in the White House, commissioner and vice
chairman of the U.S. Tariff Commission, and founding director of the JFK Presidential Library and
Museum for 14 years.

Fenn lives in Lexington, Mass., and is the proud father of seven, grandfather of 14, and soon-to-
be great-grandfather of four."

Save the Dates! Buy the Book!
Come join us on three Sundays in June: June 2nd, June 9th, and June 16th,
from 9-10:15am. Debbie Armstrong and Lee Jeffers Brami will be facilitating an
open-ended, interactive discussion of White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White
People to Talk About Racism, by Robin DiAngelo.

DiAngelo illuminates the phenomenon of white fragility: the defensive moves that
white people, however well intentioned, make when challenged racially. It is
characterized by emotions such as anger, guilt, and fear, and by behaviors

including argumentation and silence, which serve to reinstate white racial equilibrium and prevent
any meaningful cross-racial dialogue. Our discussions will be held under a strict Covenant of
Confidentiality, and we will be meeting in the Green Room.

Buy the book now! It’s available in paperback at Beacon Press, the UUA publishing company or
through Amazon. You can let either Debbie Armstrong or Lee Jeffers Brami know if you’re planning
to participate, or you can just come.

This Week at First Parish

 
First Parish is an accredited Green Sanctuary and a Welcoming Congregation. 

>>> Shop at Amazon to benefit First Parish. <<<

 
 

First Parish in Lexington
7 Harrington Road, Lexington, MA 02421

781-862-8200/fplex.org
Weekly Update submissions are due on Tuesdays at 9:00 am. 

Please email submissions or inquiries to admin@fplex.org.

 
 

Manage your preferences | Opt out using TrueRemove™ 

Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails. 

View this email online.

7 Harrington Rd  
Lexington, MA | 02421 United States

This email was sent to .  
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

Subscribe to our email list

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=First%20Parish%20Weekly%20Update%2C%20May%201%2C%202019+https://t.e2ma.net/webview/vsosib/ea9c88724ac3fd8374f1d045e243c55b
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/vsosib/ea9c88724ac3fd8374f1d045e243c55b
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/vsosib/ea9c88724ac3fd8374f1d045e243c55b
https://editor.e2ma.net/app2/campaigns/create/216093579/#Bake%20Off
https://editor.e2ma.net/app2/campaigns/create/216136572/#Voices%20on%20the%20Green
http://yourlisten.com/russgadmin/lessons-of-our-global-faith-rev-sara-ascher-42819
https://t.e2ma.net/click/jfylhb/f469ng/3qco4k
mailto:bakeoff@fplex.org
https://t.e2ma.net/click/jfylhb/f469ng/jjdo4k
https://t.e2ma.net/click/jfylhb/f469ng/zbeo4k
https://lexington.wickedlocal.com/news/20180425/at-lexingtons-douglas-house-capital-campaign-to-help-those-with-brain-injuries
https://voicesonthegreen.brownpapertickets.com/
mailto:admin@fplex.org?subject=
https://lbdpeace.z2systems.com/np/clients/lbdpeace/campaign.jsp?campaign=42&fundraiser=15217&
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444adac2fa75-ride
mailto:minister@fplex.org?subject=
mailto:carolynfleiss@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:leejbrami@gmail.com?subject=
http://www.uuum.org/
mailto:lynne.yansen@gmail.com?subject=
mailto:lewis.counts@gmail.com?subject=
http://www.beacon.org/White-Fragility-P1346.aspx
mailto:drarmstrong@verizon.net?subject=
mailto:leejbrami@gmail.com?subject=
http://www.amazon.com/?&tag=firspariinlex-20
http://www.twitter.com/fplex
http://www.facebook.com/fplex
http://www.instagram.com/fplex
mailto:admin@fplex.org?subject=
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1797624/1759741.74761725/
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/vsosib/ea9c88724ac3fd8374f1d045e243c55b
http://myemma.com/powered-by-emma-email?utm_source=e2ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=powered-by-emma-email&utm_content=emma-logo-template-footer
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1797624/1759741/?v=a

