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Among Our Own
We lift up Rev. Anne as she mourns not only the loss of her mother,
Margaret Cratty, who passed away on May 22nd, but now also her step
father, Bud Cratty, who died on May 27th.  In life and in death they were
united, but the family is grieving.

Worship Service at 10:30 AM
Sunday, June 2, 2019 

"Light Becomes What It Touches" 
Our world is filled with beauty.  And it is filled with sorrow and joy, happiness
and injustice.  This Sunday morning we will explore the beauty that is within,
around and among us, as Rev. Anne asks “What does it mean to be a
people of beauty?”

The sanctuary choir will sing William Walker’s early American shape-note
version of “Amazing Grace” (“New Britain”) with soloists Allison Flanagan,
Elisabeth Jas, Toni Tasker, and Elizabeth Walsh, and Joan Szymko’s

energetic and inspiring “It Takes a Village” with soloist Austin Burns and percussionists Adrian and
Pieter Svenson. Soloists Austin Burns, Andrew Donovan, Rip Jackson and David Meharry will sing
the meditative medieval Gregorian chant “Sicut Cervus” (from Liber Usualis). For the centering
music, Rip Jackson will play Robert Schumann gentle piano piece “Traumerei” (from Scenes from
Childhood, Op. 15). He will also play Johann Pachelbel’s energetic organ work “Toccata in C
Major” for the postlude.

There will be Sunday school for grades Pre-K throught 8th. The nursery will be open for infants
and toddlers.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

This Sunday is the first Sunday of the month, when we will be collecting
non-perishable food for Lexington Interfaith Food Pantry. Please bring non-
perishable items such as canned goods, pasta, rice, peanut butter, cereal,
etc. The donation baskets will be in the sanctuary.

                                                             ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This Sunday will also be our special monthly collection, when all non-pledge
donations made during the collection will be donated to a local charity. This
month's donations will benefit WATCH CDC in Waltham. Daria Gere,
Executive Director, will discuss the mission and work of the organization.
WATCH offers a variety of programs that serve the new immigrant

community: housing issues, citizenship courses, and ESL classes. WATCH offers rewarding
volunteer opportunities in which First Parish members have participated.

Warrant for Semi-Annual Meeting
Sunday, June 9, 2019

in the sanctuary immediately after the close of the morning service 

WARRANT 

Martha Kvaal (Parish Clerk) hereby notifies legal members* of First Parish in Lexington, Unitarian
Universalist, to meet for the Semi-Annual Meeting in their sanctuary on Sunday, June 9, 2019,
immediately after the service, to act upon the following articles:
 
ARTICLE 1:      To elect a Moderator to preside at this meeting;

ARTICLE 2:      To approve the minutes from the previous parish meeting;

ARTICLE 3:      To review, discuss, and vote on the FY2020 Budget;

ARTICLE 4:      To elect members of the Parish to fill the following church positions:

For Parish Board member at-large:  Katie O’Hare Gibson (for a three-year term)

For Parish Board member at-large: Amy Jamison (for a three-year term)

For Parish Board member at-large: Tim Jacoby (for a three-year term)

For Parish Clerk: Suzanne Morse-Fortier (for a one-year term)

For Treasurer: Tom Rich (for a one-year term)

For Auditor of the Treasurer: Elisabeth Jas (for a one-year term)

For Trustee: John Howell (for a second three-year term)

For Auditor of the Trustees: Richard Fleiss (for a fourth one-year term)

ARTICLE 5:     To vote on a proposed by-law amendment regarding voting privileges for new
members. 

ARTICLE 6:     To hear a report from our Parish Minister, Rev. Anne Mason;

ARTICLE 7:     To hear any other business that may properly come before the meeting.

*Members are entitled to vote in Parish Meetings and to hold elective office after having been
members for a period of at least three months in order to acquaint themselves with the Parish.

"Generate Creative Ideas" Workshop - Cancelled 
The “Generate Creative Ideas” Workshop scheduled for Thursday, May 30, is
cancelled. Numerous people have indicated that May 30 conflicts with relatives and friends’
graduations, planned trips, and other events. It seems that May 30, being late in spring and near
summer, is a busy time for many folks. Not enough people can attend to make the workshop
worthwhile.  

Final Call for Submissions to Art Show 
Members and friends are invited to share their work, whether you have
already exhibited or not. We know that there is much artistic talent in the
church, so please share it with us! 

Bring your artwork to the church by this Friday, May 31st at noon along
with the completed artist form about the piece. Jane Foley will be there

during those hours to receive the work. Special arrangements can also be made with Lew Counts
or Lynne Yansen.

Each submission must be accompanied by the form about it and the artist. We plan to hang the
exhibit a few days before the 2nd of June.We will have a reception for the exhibit on Sunday, June
9th at 4:00pm in parish hall. We look forward to another wonderful exhibit!

Lew Counts and Lynne Yansen, curators.

Floor Coverings Needed for Iftar
Do you have large tablecloths or sheets that we can place on the floor of Robinson Hall for kids to
sit on during dinner at the Community Iftar on Friday, May 31?

If you can lend one, please drop off at the church to Lisa Maria. Thank you! 

News from the Board
This year, General Assembly is June 19-23 in Spokane, Washington.  First
Parish can send 5 delegates to the GA.  If you are planning to go to
General Assembly this year and would like to be a delegate, please email
Board@fplex.org by Sunday, June 2. To find out more about being a
delegate, see here: https://www.uua.org/ga/congregations/delegates

Also, General Assembly 2020 is coming to New England! It will be June 24-28, 2020, in
Providence, Rhode Island. We hope to have a large group from First Parish attend. Save the
date, and we hope you will join us next year!

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SAVE THE DATE!   Friday, June 7th

On Friday, June 7th we will be having a stewardship celebration. In addition to refreshments and
time to socialize with your First Parish friends, the Board will take this time to thank you for your
stewardship of the church. We will make an announcement of the final results of the pledge drive,
as well as give updates concerning the plans for a Capital Campaign and our goals for the 2019-
2020 church year.

Please join us for a great evening of fellowship and celebration!  In order to plan for food and
drink, please let us know you are coming.  You can sign up at the piano on May 26 and June 2, or
email board@fplex.org. 

Summer Archivist
The Operations Team and the Personnel Committee are excited to welcome Carrie Aitkins, who
will be working part-time throughout the summer as an archivist in the History Room beginning
June 4th. 

Several months ago, the O.T. identified the need for professional help in reviewing the church's
records, collections, photographs, and other historical documents that are being stored in the
History Room with the goal of producing a detailed, written inventory of holdings and
recommendations for storage, transfer, retention, and digitization of the records. The archivist
position will be funded from the 2018-2019 budget.

Carrie is a recent graduate of SImmons University with an MS in Library and Information Science.
She has work expeirience in various archivist positions including at MIT and the City of Somerville. 

Book Discussion 
All are welcome for a book discussion on three Sundays in June: June 2nd,
June 9th, and June 16th, from 9-10:15am. Debbie Armstrong and Lee Jeffers
Brami will be facilitating an open-ended, interactive discussion of White Fragility:
Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism, by Robin DiAngelo.

It’s available in paperback at Beacon Press, the UUA publishing company or
through Amazon. You can let either Debbie Armstrong or Lee Jeffers Brami know
if you’re planning to participate, or you can just come.

Even if you haven’t read all of the book, or even part of the book yet, you’re still welcome to come
and join the conversation about this provocative topic. 

UU Urban Ministry Open House 
The U.U. Urban Ministry is holding its annual Spring Open House on
Thursday, June 13th, at 6pm. There will be youth-led tours and
conversations with staff as well as highlights of their programming. It’s a
great opportunity to learn more about the U.U Urban Ministry and its
mission. If you can come, please RSVP to Annie Stubbs at
AStubbs@uuum.org 

Screening of "Symphony of the Soil"
If you love your garden, love biting into a fresh peach, love watching the sun set
over green fields, and love the Earth -- this movie is for you.

All are invited to a viewing of 'Symphony of the Soil' which was filmed on four
continents. It's an intriguing, very beautiful and interesting film highlighting the
possibility of healthy soil, healthy plants, and living on a healthy planet.
 

Our showing will be at First Parish church at 6:30pm on Thursday, June 13th.
Admittance is free with a contribution of a movie snack😋 . The movie is 104 min. There will be
short intermission and time for a brief discussion. Please let Brenda Prusak know if you can come
so we can have the right room arrangement. Thank you.  

First Parish Flea Market
On Saturday, June 15, from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, we will be running a
Flea Market on our very visible side lot on Harrington Road, with all
proceeds going to the church. It’s a way of “paying it forward” to help
balance our budget and enable FP to give more generously to the wider
community. 

Here’s the deal:

1.  Sign up here to reserve a First Parish table for your stuff. There’s no fee to reserve, but no
reservation means no table. We can’t advertise the flea market until we know whether we’ll have
enough tables/stuff to sell to offset the cost.

2.  Bring your stuff to FP and set up your table before 9:00.

3.  Monitor your table and agree with buyers on prices. Direct them to pay the church’s cashier.

4.  When the market is over, remove your leftover stuff and take it right behind Walgreen’s to the
Goodwill truck or to your favorite charity. Done!

If it rains, we’ll move into Parish Hall.

Both Magnusson and Kondo agree:  getting rid of your stuff will not only lead to a cleaner, more
organized household but also to a more positive and happy lifestyle overall.  And who doesn’t
want that?

For questions, please contact Toni Tasker or Ruth Rose. 

Soul Matters
The Soul Matters topic for June is “What does it mean to be a people of
curiosity?” One important aspect of curiosity concerns the self. Saint
Augustine wrote, “People go abroad to wonder at the heights of
mountains, at the huge waves of the sea, at the long courses of the rivers,
at the vast compass of the ocean, at the circular motions of the stars, and

they pass by themselves without wondering.” Here are some self-exploration questions that
may be useful:

What is my greatest strength as a parent? grandparent? son? daughter?
What scares me?
What makes me a good friend?
What three adjectives describe me best?
Do I fight fair?
Am I good at saying I’m sorry?
When was/am I most daring?
Do I take care of myself?
Where will I be/what will I be like in 10 years?

Adult Programs for 2019-2020
The Adult Programs Committee of First Parish (Debbie Armstrong, Dave Horton, Ruth Rose)
invites all members of the congregation to submit proposals for programs you would like to offer
and lead at the church next year and for those you would like to see offered, but not necessarily
lead. 

The committee reviews and schedules programs for adults and provides logistical support to
implement them. Please click on the button below to fill out an Adult Program Request Form. It will
also be available at the piano.

Please return the form by Friday, June 14th. For further information, feel free to contact a
committee member: Debbie Armstrong (781-799-6200; ), Dave Horton (781-862-3293; ), or Ruth
Rose (781-863-8237; ).

The committee looks forward to hearing from you and encourages you to bring programs for
adults to First Parish!

Adult Program Request Form
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First Parish is an accredited Green Sanctuary and a Welcoming Congregation. 

>>> Shop at Amazon to benefit First Parish. <<<

 
 

First Parish in Lexington
7 Harrington Road, Lexington, MA 02421

781-862-8200/fplex.org
Weekly Update submissions are due on Tuesdays at 9:00 am. 

Please email submissions or inquiries to admin@fplex.org.
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