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Worship Service at 10:30 AM
Sunday, October 27, 2019

Still Way, Way Back...

In the book of Genesis, embedded in the story of Jacob, Joseph and all the brothers, lies the
troubling story of Judah and Tamar. Why is this difficult story so often skipped, what does it teach
us about the Joseph story, and how has this shaped our understanding of the theme of
belonging?
This Sunday, the sanctuary choir and soloists will sing selections from Andrew
Lloyd Webber’s iconic musical Evita. Elisabeth Walsh will sing the beautiful
songs “Another Suitcase in Another Hall” and “You Must Love Me.” Chris
Hess will sing the riveting “O What a Circus.” The sanctuary choir will also
sing the lyrical song “High, Flying Adored” from the show. For the centering
music, Deborah Yardley Beers and Rip Jackson will play Antonín Dvořák’s
passionate piano duet “Slavonic Dance Op. 72, No. 2 in e minor.”

Sermon, October 20, 2019

Plate Offering
This Sunday we will give our plate offering
to Project Citizenship, which is a nonprofit agency,
founded in 2014, with a singular focus: increasing
the naturalization rate in Massachusetts and
beyond, by providing free, high quality legal
services and other assistance that permanent
residents need to achieve U.S. citizenship. Project
Citizenship guides, advises, encourages, and
coaches clients during the long and complex
process of applying for citizenship, and intervenes as needed on their behalf with U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS). Project Citizenship is committed to making the benefits of U.S.
citizenship available to all those who are eligible to apply, increasing their sense of safety, security
and belonging in this country and making their American dreams come true.

Volunteers Needed!
Our growing and vibrant Religious Education program needs all of First
Parish to support our young people! Please pick a Sunday or few to
volunteer as a 2nd Adult in our Sunday Morning Classrooms. As a 2nd
Adult you support our staff teachers in creating a safe and fun environment
for our classes. Our staff teachers do all the prep/planning and leading of
activities. You bring your open mind, loving heart, and giving hands. We ask parents to volunteer a
minimum of 4 times in the church year, and ask other congregants to volunteer at least once. Sign
Up and pick your Sundays at this link bit.ly/SundayMorningSignUp
Questions? Contact Lisa Maria email link for dre@fplex.org

Fall Cleanup this Saturday!
Please join the Building and Grounds team in a fall cleanup this
Saturday, from 8:00 am to12:00 noon. We will be working
outdoors: raking, weeding, removing invasives, and generally
getting the grounds ready for winter. We will also use the
opportunity to use the parking lot to scrub the church’s many
folding tables to be ready for another year of hard use. So bring
your rakes, dropcloths, buckets, scrub brushes, pails and gloves.
Come when you can, for as long as you can, and have some fun!
Light refreshments served…..Just “reply publicly” so we know how
many to expect. Bring your family and friends!
Toni Taker
for the Building and Grounds Committee

Green Action Corner
First Parish Climate Action
A Planet for the Children Initiative 2019
What’s Next for You and Our Congregation as we fight climate change?
Green Action Forum – November 3, 11:45 Robinson Room
Brief videos by Greta Thunberg, Bill McKibben and Al Gore will frame small group discussionson
our next legislative, personal, and congregational actions.

HELP REPLENISH THE SOIL: COMPOST
INTERESTED IN COMPOSTING AT HOME THE QUICK AND EASY WAY? For $9.99 a MONTH,
Black Earth Compost will pick up weekly at your curb. Rather than sending food scraps and other
organic material to a landfill, you can return them to the soil to be reused. And, with Black Earth
Compost, you can compost much more than in a backyard pile, like pizza boxes, bones, napkins,
cheese, lobster shells, etc. Read all about it and sign up at:
https://blackearthcompost.com/residential-curbside-compost-pickup/. As a bonus, you get a
voucher for a bag of their compost redeemable at Wagon Wheel at 927 Waltham Street in
Lexington and at other participating nurseries. How about giving Black Earth Compost a try?
INTERESTED IN BUYING COMPOSTABLE UTENSILS, PLATES, CUPS, AND CONTAINERS OF
ALL SORTS? Check out World Centric at https://store.worldcentric.com/store. First Parish is
buying its compostable supplies from World Centric in CASE sizes. You will probably want PACK
sizes. The cost shown will be for a quantity of 1, meaning 1 pack not 1 item. Looking closer, you
will find the number of units in a pack. If you are interested in learning more about World Centric,
go to: https://www.worldcentric.com/. By the way, if your order totals $75, you get free shipping.

Soul Matters
A great way to connect with others at First Parish is through our small group
ministry -- Soul Matters. In groups of 10, we meet with a facilitator once a
month to explore spirituality and personal growth using a monthly UU theme
which Rev. Anne also speaks about in her sermons. Please contact her if
you’re interested in joining a Soul Matters group.
The theme for October is: BELONGING
A question to consider: should adults strive to emulate what Kenneth L. Patton says is true of
children: “The child does not yet know what belongs and what does not: therefore for her all
things belong. The ear of the child is open to all music. Her eyes are open to all arts. Her mind is
open to all tongues. Her being is open to all manners. In the child’s country, there are no
foreigners.”

A Broadway Concert celebrating the music of
Andrew Lloyd Webber

Directed by Rip Jackson with the First Parish
Festival and Children’s Choirs, Soloists and Pit
Band
Sunday, November 10, 2019 at 3:30 PM –
Free Will Offering
First Parish in Lexington proudly presents an
inspirational concert of Broadway music by
Andrew Lloyd Webber on Sunday, November
10, 2019 at 3:30 PM. Andrew Lloyd Webber is
one of the most celebrated Broadway music
composers of all time. This concert, with music
from Jesus Christ Superstar, Evita, Joseph and
the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Phantom
of the Opera, Requiem, and Sunset Boulevard
will feature the First Parish festival and
children’s choirs, soloists and a full pit band
consisting of brass, woodwinds, keyboards,
drums, guitar and electric bass. A free will
offering will be accepted.
For more information call the church at 781862-8200 or visit http://bit.ly/fp-webber

The Great Fall Auction

is coming up in just over a week -- on Saturday, November 16th beginning at 5:30 pm. Mark
your calendars and come! One and all, younger and older, are invited for an amazingly fun
evening (that is also a vital source of funds for our community): incredible edibles, laughs,
and quality items for everyone in both silent and live bidding!
Children and youth are especially welcome to join in: to offer a donation, to do some bidding, and
to enjoy games, food, and movies.
How about an exotic dinner? Cookies for a year? An early-bird chauffeur to the airport? A
saved-for-only-you parking space on Sunday mornings? Baby-sitting for your gerbil? Just a
snapshot of the irresistible items that can be yours!
Please contribute an item or two by this next Sunday, October 27th--the LAST day for
donations. Popular items include gift cards, hosted dinners, stays at parishioner vacation homes,
and hosted special events. Can you bake a treat? Do you have a long-treasured item that is no
longer so treasured? How about an outing with your family?
Donation forms are available in the church office and will be at the piano in the Parish Hall on
Sunday. You can also email a description of your item (title; minimum bid, if any; and maximum
number of folks, if any) to the following address: FallAuction@fplex.org
Do join us! The Auction is always a memorable evening of fun!

Sacred Poetry of the Muslim tradition:
Rumi, Hafiz and Iqbal
Lead by Amber Iqbal and Rev. Anne Mason
Thursday evenings, 7:15 - 8:30 at First Parish in Parish
Hall. RSVP to admin@fplex.org
Nov. 21, Dec.19, Jan 23, Feb 27, Mar 26, Apr 23
You do not need to attend all six sessions, but you may find
that you want to!
Are you looking for respite from your harried schedule?
Would you like to deepen your connection to the Holy?
How about building interfaith relationships over chai and
poetry?
Come to First Parish once a month to explore sacred
poetry of the Muslim tradition. Together with members of
the Lexington Muslim community, we will study poems of Rumi, Hafiz, and Mohammed Iqbal,
using techniques of both the western monastics and Middle Eastern scholars. Led by Amber Iqbal
and Rev. Anne Mason, we will hear the poems in their original language and in translation, then
have time for quiet reflection using lectio devina, and share with each other what we may have
discovered in this time of spiritual reflection.

This Week at First Parish

First Parish is an accredited Green Sanctuary and a Welcoming Congregation.

>>> Shop at Amazon to benefit First Parish. <<<

First Parish in Lexington
7 Harrington Road, Lexington, MA 02421
781-862-8200/fplex.org
Weekly Update submissions are due on Tuesdays at 9:00 am.
Please email submissions or inquiries to admin@fplex.org.
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