Tuesday, November 10th 2020

The Board normally meets from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the
month. Board meetings are open to all members of the congregation unless
otherwise noted or if the Board goes into executive session. Here's TODAY's AGENDA.
Widening the Circle link
From: Marty Kvaal, Acting Clerk

Nov Theme: Healing

Sunday, Nov 15th — Diwali
First Parish will celebrate the Hindu Festival of Lights,
with story, prayer, music and dance. Our special
musical guest will be renowned singer Maitreyee
Chakraborty and dancer Aritree Bal. Our own Parish
Administrator, Pratik Mamtora will share his own
reflections on the meaning of Diwali. The rest of our
staff will also participate in this engaging and heart
warming worship service.
Livestream: YouTube.com/C/FPLexington
MUSIC: We welcome guest singer Maitreyee
Chakraborty. Chakraborty has been singing and
studying music since the age of two. She came to the
US thirty years ago and moved to Massachusetts in
2016. Initially, she sang for and among her native

“The place of true healing
is a fierce place. It’s a giant
place. It’s a place of
monstrous beauty and
endless dark and
glimmering light. And you
have to work really, really,
really hard to get there, but
you can do it.”
— Cheryl Strayed

Indian people who knew the language. But a decade
ago in California, she started translating and
explaining the famous late 19th- and early 20thcentury Indian composer Rabindranath Tagore’s works
Since relocating to Massachusetts, she has received
over 19 grants including a Tagore Festival grant in
order to spread Tagore’s universalism and philosophy
beyond her community. She will be joined by dancer
Aritree Bal in presenting inspiring traditional Indian
music and dance to celebrate Diwali, the Hindu
festival of light. Aritree Bal is presenting a dance in the
'Kathak' style, a classical dance form of India. Her Guru
Anjani Ambegaokar choreographed it and the song is
sung by her dad Arijit Bal. The dance depicts Goddess
Durga in her 'Chamunda' (fierce) form slaying the evil
demon but kind and benevolent in her blessings. Rip
Jackson, will lead 2 Kirtan congregational songs and
sing the ancient Vedic Sanskrit hymn “Gayatri Mantra.”

TODAY: Drop-in Zoom Auc on Help Session
A reminder that tonight from 7:00 - 8:00 PM is the first in
our series of drop-in zoom auction help sessions. If you
have questions about how to register or how the
auction will work, the auction team will be on zoom to
answer your questions. Can't attend today? No
worries... How about 12th, 15th, 17th, or 19th.
Here's the ZOOM Link
Tom Rich, Auction Chair Email: FallAuction@FPLex.org

UUA Musings
The work of Democracy
(Inspired by Rev. Dr.
Howard Thurman’s The
Work of Christmas)

When the glee of the
progressives is stilled,
When the posters in yards
are removed,
When the lawyers and
politicians and pundits are
quiet,
When the protestors are
safely home,
The work of Democracy
begins:
To prioritize the vulnerable,
To reunite the caged
children,
To feed the hungry,
To house the houseless,
To release the prisoner,
To decriminalize poverty,
To provide healthcare for
all,
To educate the masses,
To care for the Earth,
To protect the vote,
To let life flourish.
by Rev. Mr. Barb Greve

DRE FM Radio and More...
JHYG Meets Today at 6:00
Have your Junior High Youth (7th and 8th grades) hop on Zoom for JHYG.
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month 6:00-7:00
https://zoom.us/j/97002123250
Parent Check-In Group TONIGHT
November 10th 7:30-8:30pm!!
Hop on tonight to connect with other First Parish Parents and Caregivers.
Now that we are a couple months into the school year- how is your new routine for
your family? What are some losses your kids are managing feelings around? Has your
family discovered unexpected gifts this fall with hybrid/remote learning?
https://zoom.us/j/99647480115

Celebrate Diwali with First Parish in Lexington!
Join us on Saturday November 14th at 4:30 on Zoom.
See below for more details!
Catch the latest episode of DRE FM Radio! Gather the family around- kids, teens,
parents, special grown ups, elders - to watch our Family Chapel series from our
Director of Religious Education and Family Ministry (DRE FM!) Lisa Maria Andreoli
Steinberg. In this week's episode Lisa Maria talks with First Parish Administrator Pratik
Mamtora who shares about Diwali and his HindUU Identity.
Mark your calendars for Saturday November 14th at 4:30 to join Pratik, Lisa Maria and
her kids on Zoom to make Rangolis. Materials needed are household items easily
found or you can get at the grocery store.
Everything you need you can find here!
You can watch this week's episode on YouTube or listen on Soundcloud!

Stay Tuned...
We thank you so much for your hard work in so many ways that helped elect
Biden/Harris! No act was too small! There were disappointments, but we must pause

and allow ourselves to experience this Victory! There is more work to be done, for
sure, and the Democracy Team will not go away! So stay tuned! With much gratitude
and cheer. — Debbie and Marty
Georgia: Many of you have volunteered with us to campaign in Georgia. We need
to hold off a bit. Here's the message from Indivisible Georgia:
We are respectfully asking our wonderful friends in other states to stand down for a
few days while we pivot and have a chance to do our planning meetings and retool
- as of Saturday 11/7 we are still counting ballots.
In 2017 during the special election in Ga CD6, the country descended on the district
and voters in that district were inundated to the extent that many posted signs on
their doors to warn away canvassers. We heard more than one say that this was
turning them away from voting. Please allow some space for Georgia organizers to
lead.
We are grateful for your help and your enthusiasm, but please know that we work
closely with a number of Black-led organizations who delivered this victory and to
step in front of their work, for the white people who are visiting this page, is a vestige
of white supremacy.
Please know that we are not able to respond to every call, every inquiry. We are
already being overrun with volunteers. We will do our best as volunteer community
organizer.
And a message from Michelle Olson: I would encourage anyone wanting to make a
difference in the Senate races to consider a donation to Stacey Abrams's
organization, FairFight and/or the Georgia Dems. Everyone will be sending money to
the Ossoff and Warnock campaigns directly, to the point that I don’t think they will be
able to spend it effectively and there will be negative press about the amount of outof-state $$$ flowing into the campaigns. My own point of view is that it is better to
send it to the orgs capable of building the infrastructure for change and in the
process build turn out for this election as well as future ones.
Next Steps: Consider attending the upcoming Zoom call organized by Massachusetts
Statewide Indivisible that will focus on what's next starting with Georgia. Thursday,
November 12, 7:30 - 8:30 PM. REGISTER HERE
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Thu, Nov 12th @ 7:00 - 8:30 PM

Join us for our monthly Racial Justice
Team meeting this Thursday. Our
discussion will include the 8th Principle
project, UUUM, and more.
Join via ZOOM
Meeting ID: 952 3700 6379
Join by phone (646) 876 9923 US
Questions? Email JoAnn Mulready-Shick

Fri, Nov 20th @ 7:00-8:30 PM
Please register HERE

A Meal for the Planet
The Climate Action Team (CAT) cordially
invites you to reserve the evening of Tue,
Nov 24th @ 6:00 PM for an exciting
program. Given the surprisingly large
impact of meat-eating habits on the
climate, we are committing that night to
encouraging a plant based dinner for
First Parish families. We’ll offer some
recipes in advance, or you may want to
use your favorite ones. We plan to eat
together on Zoom at 6:00. We’ll enjoy the
company of each other and perhaps
share stories about the recipe we’ve
chosen. Following the meal we will be
showing a film that will help us to
deepen
our
understanding
and
commitment to the scientific evidence
of climate change and to our UU
principle of the interconnection of all life.

We honor the lives of transgender
people killed in transphobic violence.
This year, our virtual program will honor
beloved lives lost and consider how we
can create more love and safety.
LexPride is grateful to First Parish in
Lexington and the Arlington LGBTQIA+
Rainbow Commission for cosponsoring
this event again this year.

From England to New
England
Rev. Anne will be available for Drop in
Chat via ZOOM on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from Noon - 1:00 PM.
No appointment. No passcode.
Click HERE to join her Virtual Office Hours!

For
centuries
Indigenous
people
worldwide have practiced caring for the
planet. We will try to incorporate their
wisdom in our discussion following the
film. We’ll be breaking out into small
Chat groups for what promises to be a
rich evening of fresh insights. Stay tuned
for the ZOOM Link.

Make FPLex your preferred charitable
organization every time you shop on
AmazonSmile. 0.5% of your purchase
proceeds are donated to FPLex.
Go to Your Account > Your Lists >
AmazonSmile Charity Lists > Type First
Parish in Lexington and click search >
Select > Bookmark the tab for future!
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