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Weekly	Update
Wednesday,	May	30,	2018
First	Parish	in	Lexington

Worship	Service	at	10:30	AM
Sunday,	June	3,	2018

The	Jewish	 tradition	of	offering	blessings	 is	a	way	to	notice	 the	holy	 in
the	midst	of	 the	ordinary.	 	Rachael	Naomi	Remen	writes	that	offering	a
blessing	 is	 about	 our	 relationship	 to	 the	 spark	of	God	 in	 one	another.	
“Everyone	 in	 the	 world	 matters,	 and	 so	 do	 their	 blessings.	 	 When	 we
bless	others,	we	offer	them	refuge	from	an	indifferent	world.”

This	 Sunday,	 the	 sanctuary	 choir	 will	 sing	 Maurice	 Duruflé’s	 deeply
moving	 “Ubi	 Caritas”	 and	 John	 Rutter’s	 lovely	 choral	 piece	 “A	 Gaelic
Blessing.”	 Youth	 soloist	 Sarah	 Beuttell	 will	 sing	 Stephen	 Schwartz’s

powerful	song	“Colors	of	 the	Wind”	(from	Pocahontas).	Pianist	Deborah	Yardly	Beers	will	play	her
own	 composition,	 “Spoonful	 of	 Honey”	 (from	 In	 a	Few	Words)	 and	 Dianne	 Goolkasian	 Rahbee’s
“Prelude,	Op.	69”	(“Twilight”).	And	for	the	postlude,	Deborah	will	be	joined	by	Rip	Jackson	in	playing
Johannes	Brahms’	“Hungarian	Dance	No.	6”	for	four	hand	piano.

There	will	be	Sunday	school	 for	grades	Pre-K	 through	eighth	grade.	The	nursery	will	be	open	 for
infants	and	toddlers.

Rev.	Anne	Mason,	Minister

Lisa	Maria	Steinberg,	Director	of	Lifespan	Religious	Education
Rip	Jackson,	Director	of	Music

Rev.	Helen	Lutton	Cohen,	Minister	Emerita

Click	here	for	last	week's	sermon,	"Tarry	Here	a	Moment"	by	Rev.	Anne	Mason

Special	Plate	Collection
This	 Sunday	 is	 this	 month's	 special	 plate	 collection,	 which	 will	 be	 donated	 to
Lexington	 Farmers'	 Market's	 SNAP	 program.	 The	 Lexington	 Farmers’	 Market
was	 one	 of	 the	 first	 markets	 in	 the	 Boston	 Metrowest	 area	 to	 accept	 SNAP
(formerly	known	as	food	stamps),	a	program	now	in	 its	eighth	year.	This	year,
the	 increase	 in	 demand	 for	 SNAP	 has	 been	 astounding:	 the	 number	 of	 daily
SNAP	 customers	 at	 the	 LFM	 is	 up	 150%	 and	 SNAP	 matching	 funds	 are	 up
more	than	120%	since	 last	year.	Please	help	us	continue	to	provide	nutritious

local	 food	 to	 everyone	 in	 our	 community	 by	 making	 a	 donation,	 large	 or	 small,	 to	 the	 Lexington
Farmers’	Market's	SNAP	Program.	

For	 more	 information	 about	 the	 program,	 click	 here.	 Thank	 you	 for	 being	 a	 generous	 and	 caring
community.

Food	First	Sunday
Our	 first-of-the-month	 food	 donation	 drive	 is	 this	 Sunday,	 June	 3rd.	 Please
bring	 a	 non-perishable	 food	 donation	 for	 the	 Lexington	 Food	 Pantry	 to	 the
church	and	place	in	the	basket	at	the	front	of	the	church	or	by	the	main	office.

Thank	you	for	your	generosity,	and	for	helping	to	take	care	of	our	neighbors!

Updated	Directory	Now	Online
The	church	directory	has	been	updated	and	can	be	found	in	the	member's
section	of	the	website.	If	you	would	like	a	paper	copy,	please	see	a	greeter	at
the	Welcome	kiosk	during	social	hour.

Day	of	Service	Information
This	 Saturday,	 June	 2nd,	 the	 Day	 of	 Service	 begins	 with	 a	 breakfast	 at
8:00am	at	the	church.	The	following	activities	will	begin	after	the	breakfast:

Help	restore	the	shed	on	First	Parish	grounds	with	Ben	Soule.
Work	in	the	Interfaith	Garden	with	group	leader	Cherie	Noe.
Gabriella	Musculo	and	Lee	Brami	are	heading	up	a	Voter	Registration
which	will	take	place	in	Parker	Hall.	(If	you’re	already	registered,	come
and	sign	up	to	volunteer	to	help	other	community	voter	registration
drives	and/or	help	to	make	AVR	[Automatic	Voter	Registration	Law	H.4320]	a	reality	for
Massachusetts.)
Meg	Jackson	will	be	going	to	Zambia	again	this	year	and	needs	help	with	various	projects
related	to	the	school	children.	Please	contact	Meg	directly.	Tentative	start	time	for	the	Zambia
project	is	1	PM.
As	she	did	last	year,	Brenda	Prusak	is	heading	up	an	outing	to	Douglas	House.	As	you	know,
Douglas	House	is	a	residential	program	for	adults	with	brain	trauma	and	is	located	in
Lexington	Center.
Fair	Foods	is	a	non-profit	food	rescue	organization	dedicated	to	providing	healthy	produce	to
those	in	need.	Trucks	are	unloaded	and	bags	are	assembled	at	the	UU	Urban	Ministry	in
Roxbury	for	delivery	to	several	Food	Pantries	in	Boston.	Elaine	Hylek	will	be	leading	a	car
pool	to	the	Fair	Foods	activity	following	the	breakfast.
The	Lexington	Food	Pantry	group	is	full.

All	activities	will	last	approximately	3-4	hours.	PLEASE	sign	up!	This	is	a	great	way	to	give	back	and
get	to	know	each	other	better.	Please	contact	Elaine	Hylek,	if	you	haven't	already	signed	up,	so	she
can	get	an	accurate	count	for	breakfast.

Lisa	Perry-Wood's	Ordination
On	 Sunday,	 June	 3rd,	 at	 3pm	 our	 congregation	 is	 sharing	 the	 honor	 of
ordaining	Lisa	Perry-Wood	with	the	First	Religious	Society	of	Carlisle.	All	are
welcome	to	witness	this	important	and	exciting	moment	in	Lisa's	ministry.

If	you	will	need	child	care,	please	click	here	to	sign	up.

There's	still	time	to	help!	We	are	in	need	of	various	volunteers.

Please	sign	up	here:	Volunteer	Roles

Also,	we	are	having	a	lovely	catered	reception	and	would	like	a	few	contributions	of	finger	food	to
round	out	the	offerings.	

Here	is	the	sign	up	for	food:		Finger	Food	for	Reception

Thank	you	for	generous	support!

The	Ordination	Team:	Elisabeth	J,	Tom	R,	Paul	B.

The	Green	Action	Corner
The	next	Climate	Action	Team	meeting	is	this	Sunday,	June	3rd	at	noon	 in
the	 Parlor	 following	 worship	 and	 fellowship.	 Please	 join	 us.	 We	 will	 begin
planning	for	next	year,	including	September	8th	Nation/Local	Actions,	Green
Sanctuary	 renewal	 process,	 and	 summer	 book	 read	 Justice	 for	 Earth	 and
Climate	of	Hope.

Buy	or	borrow	a	copy	of	Justice	for	Earth	and	Climate	of	Hope	at	our	display	table	during	fellowship
hour	on	June	3rd.

Voices	on	the	Green

“The	Day	My	Life	Changed,”	Friday,	June	8,	7:00-9:00	p.m.

Come	to	hear	a	wide	variety	of	 local	community	members	talk	about	“The	Day	My	Life	Changed.”
The	 event	 is	 sponsored	 by	 Voices	 on	 the	 Green,	 First	 Parish	 Unitarian	 Universalist’s	 evening
program	series	focused	on	important	issues	in	our	individual	lives	and	our	community	life.	

This	is	the	fifth	performance	in	the	Voices	on	the	Green	series,	which	now	draws	audiences	of	over
200	people.	Each	show	provides	a	mix	of	Ted-type	talks,	personal	stories,	and	musical	numbers	all
of	which	 focus	on	a	common	 theme	explored	 from	many	different	perspectives	and	articulated	 in
many	different	voices.	

For	this	June	8th	evening	there	will	be	one	important	new	addition:	a	complementary	event	just	for
children.	For	them,	there	will	be	a	professional	storyteller,	Marlon	Carey	(click	here	for	more	about
Marlon),	and	also	 interactive	and	creative	activities	 that	provide	entertainment	and	 thoughtful	play
related	 to	 the	same	 theme	as	 their	parents.	This	addition	 is	 intended	 to	provide	a	new	option	 for
parents	and	their	children	to	have	a	night	out	together,	one	that	they	can	all	talk	about	later.	Children
may,	of	course,	stay	with	their	parents	in	the	main	session	if	that	is	preferred.	

For	 the	 adults,	 June	 8’s	 program	 will	 feature	 local	 speakers	 Dan	 Fenn,	 Brenda	 Prusak,	 Paul
Brouillette,	Megan	Ladd,	Don	Yansen,	Amy	Kvaal,	Lisa	Maria	Steinberg,	Jim	Jones,	Deborah	Beers-
Jones,	and	youth	poets	Elizabeth	Slein	and	Lillian	J.	Ellmore.	Each	of	them	has	a	great	story	to	tell
about	 a	 critical	 transformation	 in	 their	 lives,	 a	 day	 (or	 so)	 when	 the	 arc	 of	 their	 lives	 changed
forever.	

Musicians	will	be	led	by	First	Parish’s	music	director	Rip	Jackson,	and	will	 include	David	Meharry,
Chris	Hess,	Amy	Johnson,	and	Chelsea	Cannon.

Doors	will	open	at	6:30	p.m.	for	conversations	and	refreshment,	and	there	will	be	one	intermission
with	 refreshments	 available.	 Tickets	 are	 $20	 for	 sponsors,	 $10	 for	 general	 seating,	 and	 $5	 for
students,	and	can	be	purchased	onilne	by	clicking	here,	or	can	be	purchased	from	the	church	and	at
the	program.

Poor	People's	Campaign

Rev.	Anne	and	Lisa	Maria	attended	the	Poor
People’s	Campaign	Rally	in	front	of	the	state
house	 on	 Tuesday.	 They	 heard	 stirring
speeches	from	marginalized	communities	as
people	 shared	 their	 experiences	 with	 the
intersection	 of	 poverty,	 militarism,	 and	 gun
violence.	 The	 Poor	 People’s	 Campaign	 will
continue	to	protest	in	Boston	at	2:00	the	next
3	Mondays.	Show	up	 if	 you	 can,	 to	 support
the	work	of	people	across	the	country	to	help
us	 have	 a	 moral	 revival	 and	 change	 our
nation’s	 direction	 toward	 one	 which

recognizes	that	climate	change	and	militarism	affect	poor	people	of	color	disproportionately	 to	 the
rest	of	the	country.

Lexington	Says	Enough
All	are	invited	to	join	our	partner,	Lexington	Says	Enough,	at	a	rally	for	Gun	Violence	Prevention	and
voter	registration	on	Sunday,	June	10th	at	1pm	on	the	Battle	Green.	For	more	information	on	this
active	and	passionate	group	of	Lexington	High	School	students	and	community	members,	please
visit	their	website.

Soul	Matters	for	May:	Creativity

“There	 is	 a	 vitality,	 a	 life	 force,	 an	 energy,	 a	 quickening	 that	 is	 translated
through	you	into	action,	and	because	there	is	only	one	of	you	in	all	time,	this
expression	is	unique.	And	if	you	block	it,	it	will	never	exist	through	any	other
medium	and	will	be	lost.”	
―	Martha	Graham	

“You	can't	use	up	creativity.	The	more	you	use,	the	more	you	have.”	
―	Maya	Angelou

This	Week	at	First	Parish
Wednesday,		May	30

Choir	Rehearsal																												7:30	p.m.																	Sanctuary

Thursday,		May	31

Meditation	Group																										4:00	p.m.																	Parlor

Scrabble	Club																															7:30	p.m.																	Parker	Hall

Saturday,	June	2

Day	of	Service																															8:00	a.m.																Parker	Hall

Sunday,	June	3

Worship	Service																												10:30	a.m.															Sanctuary

Climate	Action	Team																				12:00	p.m.															Parlor

Lisa	Perry	Wood's	Ordination						3:00	p.m.																Sanctuary

SHYG																																																7:00	p.m.																Robinson	Hall

Lexington#Enough																								7:00	p.m.																Common	Room

Monday,	June	4

Members	&	Friends															7:00	p.m.												Common	Room

Tuesday,		June	5

Staff	Meeting																																		11:00	a.m.																	Minister's	Office

Poor	People's	Campaign	Rally				2:00	p.m.															State	House

Empty	Sky	Sangha																										7:30	p.m.															Parker	Hall

Finance	Committee																								7:30	p.m.															Common	Room

Wednesday,	June	6

Creative	Callings																					1:30	p.m.										Parlor

Choir	Rehearsal																													7:30	p.m.																Sanctuary

	
First	Parish	is	an	accredited	Green	Sanctuary	and	a	Welcoming	Congregation.

>>>	Shop	at	Amazon	to	benefit	First	Parish.	<<<

First	Parish	in	Lexington
7	Harrington	Road,	Lexington,	MA	02421

781-862-8200/fplex.org
Weekly	Update	submissions	are	due	on	Tuesdays	at	10:00	am.	
Please	email	submissions	or	inquiries	to	admin@fplex.org.
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