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First Parish in Lexington

 

Worship Service at 10:30 AM
Sunday, January 20, 2019 

"The Length, Breadth, and Depth of Life" 
Martin Luther King Jr. was an incredible activist. And at the same time – he
sure could preach! Rev. Anne will explore aspects of his famous sermon
“Three Dimensions of a Complete Life” as we celebrate King’s spiritual
legacy.

This Sunday, in celebration of Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy, soloists
Elizabeth Walsh and Austin Burns will sing music from spirituals to James

Taylor. Elizabeth will sing a poignant arrangement of the spiritual “Sometimes I Feel Like a
Motherless Child.” Austin will sing Jacqueline Hairston’s soulful arrangement of the spiritual “No
Ways Tired.” And together they will sing James Taylor’s hopeful original song “Shed a Little Light
Today for Martin Luther King.” And for the centering music and postlude, Rip Jackson will play
Scott Joplin’s wonderful piano pieces “Solace” (from The Sting) and “The Maple Leaf Rag.”

There will be Sunday school classes for grades Pre-K through eight. The nursery will be open for
infants and toddlers.

Click here to listen to last week's sermon by Rev. Anne Mason, "Sing Life into
Broken Wings."

 

NOTE: Blanket Donations are still be accepted! If you have a twin sized blanket to donate to
BAGLY (Boston Alliance for Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender and Queer Youth), please bring
them to the church by Friday at 4:00pm. Alana Martel will pick them up. 

Help Needed this Sunday 
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered so far this year in Sunday
School!
 
We have some spots open in the coming weeks, including two spots we
need to fill this Sunday, January 20. Parents and non-parents - we need
your support to keep our program going! Please take a minute to fill out this
Sign Up Genius. Questions? Be in touch with Lisa Maria.

Snow Happens
It is inevitable. Snow will come, and sometimes on a Sunday. Here is how you
can find out if a church service is cancelled due to snow:

Email - an email will be sent to the same lists as the Weekly Update and FPLex
Chat.

TV - tune in to one of the three local network channels (WBZ Ch.4, WCVB Ch.
5, WHDH Ch. 7) for closing information.

Climate Action Team's Green Corner 
This Sunday, January 20 @ 12:00pm 

Prof. Gilbert Metcalf, author of Paying for Pollution:
Why a Carbon Tax is Good for America

The United States is the second largest carbon emitting country in the world and
should play a key role in global efforts to reduce emissions. 

Paying for Pollution incisively examines the very real costs-economic and social-
of climate change and the challenges of concerted action to reduce future losses due to damages
of higher temperatures and more extreme weather.

All are welcome, even if you have not read the book. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

January Actions
Learn — Lead — Lobby

1. Road to a MA Green New Deal Webinar (Organized by our partners, 350 MA)

WHEN: Thursday, January 17, 7-8:30 pm

REGISTRATION: Please register in advance for the meeting.

2. Webinar: prep for Mass Power Forward Lobby Day 

WHEN: Wednesday, January 23 at 7:00 PM

REGISTRATION: Register Here

3. Come to MPF Lobby Day!  100% Clean Energy For All

WHEN: Thursday, January 24, 10:30 – 3:00 PM

Justice & Renewable Energy For All!  Mass Power Forward Lobby Day. We will meet to review the
legislative materials from 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM.

LOCATION: The Paulist Center, 5 Park St. Boston.  

See Facebook Event page for more details.  Please Register Here!                                          

To join other First Parish folks to car pool contact Stephen Shick or Bob Kvaal. 

MLK Day of Service Events 
Dear First Parish,

We have the opportunity to participate in some important
work here in Lexington. We can engage in real conversation
with people from differing backgrounds and try to understand
each other’s experience. Please try to participate in this
conversation! Several First Parish members, including me,
will be helping to facilitate the tables, and it would be great to
see a strong presence from First Parish. Join us at Grace
Chapel, 59 Worthen Road, at 8:30am for refreshments;
program begins at 9am.

In faith,

Rev. Anne

 

 

   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As part of Lexington's MLK Day of Service, First Parish's partner LexPride is
collecting donations for homeless and at-risk LGBTQ+ youth and young
adults (all adult sizes). Please consider donating winter gear (coats, hats,
scarves, gloves, thermal socks, warm shoes/boots), warm clothing, hand and toe warmers, and
gift cards and Charlie cards. There is a donation bin located next to the rear entry of the church.
From 2-4pm, we will sort the donations and decorate cookies to deliver to Youth On Fire and
other safe spaces. To sign up for that activity, and to see the full lineup of MLK activities, please
visit: https://www.lexingtonmlk.org
 

      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Finish of your MLK Day of Service with the annual concert, "The Ties that
Bind" presented by Opera unMet at 5:00pm in the sanctuary of First Parish.
This celebration reflects on the great works of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. through music, readings, and interactive participation. Tickets are $15.
All ages welcome.

Voices on the Green 

First Parish Picture Directory
Last Sunday during social hour, you folks were superstars in our initial collection of pictures for the
online Picture Directory: you had more than 40 family and individual pictures taken and sent us
another five via email.

We will be back to take more pictures on Sunday, January 27th, but you do not have to wait until
then: we have established a special email address for sending us your family pictures:
pictures@fplex.org. 

Family pictures of the week:     Debbie & Mark                                      Stacey, Kevin, Derek, and Sarah

Please send us pictures that meet these requirements:

1.  The focus of your picture needs to fit into to an aspect ration that is 3:2 (3 wide by 2
high), so an ideal picture is a little larger than 3”w x 2”h to permit some selection of the
subject(s).  

2.  Family pictures:  faces are important for folks to be able to recognize family members
since these are the ones that will appear in the online Picture Directory, so normally try to
minimize obstructing faces–but don’t avoid fun pictures. 

3. Individual pictures:  we want to capture your entire head (no scalping!) and some
shoulder (no chinning) and preferably without sunglasses, sizable to 3”x 2” with about ⅓ of
the picture’s background on each side of the head & shoulders.

If in doubt, send us your favorite picture and we’ll let you know of we can make it work.

Art Exhibit Reception 
Come one and all to a reception for the newly installed art exhibit: Possibility! This art exhibit
features works by members and friends of First Parish.  A reception will take place in Parish Hall
on Sunday, January 27 from 2 to 3:30pm. Come and view the many ways creativity is on display
and have a chance to talk with the artists. Refreshments will be served to fortify you for Austin
Burns in Concert starting at 3:30.

Austin Burns in Concert
Come celebrate the New Year with New England’s
premier tenor, Austin Burns and special guest
Allison Flanagan on Sunday, January 27th at
3:30pm. Settle in for a rollicking afternoon
dedicated to Scotland’s beloved poet Robert
Burns who first discovered and transcribed the
famous the ultimate New Year’s song, “Auld Lang
Syne!” Sets will include songs about the beautiful
countryside, wild men like Burns himself, some toe
tappers, and sweet ballads. The arrangements
featured are by Maureen McMullan (professor at
Berklee), Arthur Foote, Franz Haydn, and Austin Burns. You are welcome to wear kilts, tartan
colors, and dancing shoes!
 
Austin Burns is a tenor, arranger, and composer known for his themed programs and
conversational performance style. There will be a freewill offering to defray expenses.  

Mission Workshop
"There is no power greater than a community discovering what it cares about."

 ~Margaret Wheatly
 

One of the greatest things about being a part of a community of faith is the
opportunity to get together and focus in on the important aspects of our life
together. You are invited to join with Rev. Anne to do just that on Sunday,
February 3rd from 12:00 - 1:30.

 

Together we will examine the results of the Imagination Cafe and distill what they reveal about
who we are and how we want to show up in our wider community. We will talk about what is most
important to us as members of this church, and what this church has meant over the years. We
will explore together what we might dream about and what that says about who we are. And we
will select some important words to express this shared vision of who we are. Then we will send
our words to a group of ‘word-smiths’ who will create a new mission statement for First Parish.
The Board will review this statement, and we will bring it back to you all for discussion and, finally,
a vote.
 

Please sign up here by Monday, January 28th for the light luncheon and to let us know if you
will need childcare.

Carpool Info to UU Urban Ministry Event
All are invited to join members of First Parish at this wonderful event on Tuesday, February 12th
at 6pm at the First Church in Roxbury, a beautiful, historic church at 7 Eliot Square. Learn about
the wonderful and important work of the UU Urban Ministry, as we build a stronger bond them.
Carpooling will be available. If you’d like to come, please email Lee Jeffers Brami or call 781-424-
4170. 

Soul Matters January - Possibility
Impossible is just a big word thrown around by small people who find it
easier to live in the world they’ve been given than to explore the power they
have to change it. Impossible is not a fact. It’s an opinion. Impossible is not
a declaration. It’s a dare. Impossible is potential. Impossible is temporary.
Impossible is nothing.  ~Muhammad Ali 

Check out on YouTube: The Possible Future of UUism

As part of the First UU Congregation of Ann Arbor's 150th anniversary year, UU leaders from
around the country gathered to discuss the future of the UU movement and how UU
congregations can boldly go into the dawning future.

 
First Parish is an accredited Green Sanctuary and a Welcoming Congregation. 

>>> Shop at Amazon to benefit First Parish. <<<

 
 

First Parish in Lexington
7 Harrington Road, Lexington, MA 02421

781-862-8200/fplex.org
Weekly Update submissions are due on Tuesdays at 9:00 am. 

Please email submissions or inquiries to admin@fplex.org.
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